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READING

CARTOONS

HOW TO READ AND INTERPRET POLITICAL CARTOONS

by Buck Jones, cartoonist ond illustrator
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A cartoonist is like an editorial writer. Both watch the news gas.
and read the newspapers to keep up with current events. 1 NS
that influence people and their world. The difference is that | Ucte

the writer gets his or her point of view across to the reader
by using ‘persuasive language and sound arguments. The
cartoonist, on the other hand, has to get the message to

~ the viewer with a picture.

The cartoonist looks for ways in which to present ideas so
that the ideas are instantly understandable. Often car-
toonists use humor while portraying a serious issue. This is
done through exaggeration and symbolism.

Knowing how a cartoonist works can help you interpret car-
toons. You should (1) identify the issue, (2) look for exag-
geration and symbolism, and (3) examine the viewpoints
and motives of the cartoonist. Each political cartoonist has
a certain point of view—that is, by definition, his or her job.



